
Ocqueoc-Bearinger Fire Board Meeting

Thursday March 5, 2015

Attending Board Members Other Attendees

Jeff Foster, Chairman Gary Yaklin, Fire Chief

Beverly Rossetto, Treasurer Charles Merchant, Assistant Fire Chief

Jerry Counterman, Director

Irvin Dedow, Director

Absent

Archie Paterson, Secretary

Ocqueoc and Bearinger citizens in attendance were Dave and Maxine DeLauder, Duane Walker, Keitha 
and John Malaski, Kay Dowker, Pam Schaedig, Bill and Barb Davis, Dolores Merchant, Ken Pehovic, Karen 
Silver, Gale and Doug Phelps, David Wilson, John Roby, Paul Counterman and Larry Beach.

The meeting was called to order at 7:01 pm followed by the pledge of allegiance.

  

The agenda was reviewed and a motion to approve by Irvin Dedow was seconded by Jerry Counterman.   
Four aye votes, motion carried.

Minutes from the January 6th meeting were reviewed.  Motion to approve by Irvin Dedow was then 
seconded by Beverly Rossetto with four aye votes the motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report Attachments:

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report by Jerry Counterman and seconded by Irvin Dedow.  Four aye 
votes, motion carried.

Fire Chief’s Report Attachments:

Irvin Dedow queried the chief regarding current FEMA grant opportunities for recruitment and retention 
of fire fighters.  The issue being what would be the plan of action for the grant application.

Assistant Fire Chief’s Report

Charles Merchant related training issues and concerns.  Specifically, he related that the February training 
has been aimed at aiding the three students in training.  March will be Air Pac Training and April will be 
wild land fire training.  He has contacted MIOSHA in hopes of a future presentation by MIOSHA to assist 
in ideas to comply with MIOSHA standards.

Paul Counterman detailed the use of the Fire Trucks, in conjunction with multiple departments, 
participating in a fun weekend for fifty (50) burn victim children at the UAW center.  The children were 
given free rides and allowed to blow the sirens, operate the lights and bells.  The day after the fire truck 
adventure, some of the fire fighters took some of the children ice fishing; it was an enjoyable weekend 
by all. Paul is also working on a Junior Fire Fighters program in conjunction with high school career days.

Medical Coordinator’s Report Attachment:



New Budget

The new budget was reviewed and then the Fire Board meeting went into recess allowing each 
Township (Ocqueoc and Bearinger) to go into session to vote on the budget.

Bearinger Township

The session was opened by John Malaski at 7:23 pm where all member with the 
exception of Archie Patterson.  A motion by Kay Dowker was made to adopt the 
proposed Fire Department budget.  A second was made by Keitha Malaski with a roll call 
vote.  Four yes votes, the motion carried.  The Township meeting was closed a 7:25 pm.

Ocqueoc Township

The session was opened by Jerry Counterman at 7:25 pm where all member with the 
exception of Woody Isaacs.   A motion by Jeff Foster was made to adopt the proposed 
Fire Department budget.  A second was made by Pam Schaedig with a roll call vote.  Four 
yes votes, the motion carried.  The Township meeting was closed a 7:26 pm.

The recessed Fire Board meeting was then opened.

A new Freedom of Information Act resolution was presented to the board with a motion by Beverly 
Rossetto to adopt the resolution, seconded by Irvin Dedow.  Four aye vote, motion carried.

New Business

The joint agreement between the two Townships (Ocqueoc and Bearinger) was read and a motion by 
Irvin Dedow, seconded by Jerry Counterman, to adopt the agreement.  Four aye votes, motion carried.  
The agreement was signed by John Malaski, Keitha Malaski, Kay Dowker, Beverly Rossetto, Jerry 
Counterman, Jeff Foster, Pam Schaedig and Dolores Merchant.

Public Comment

Duane Walker suggested that dry hydrants be installed in the Black Lake area near the Rainy River Bridge 
and in the north end of Bluffs Highway.  Chief Yaklin will contact the Road Commission for requirements 
need for installations of these dry hydrants.

 

Karen Silver brought to the attention of the board, the idea of approaching the schools systems during 
career day events regarding firefighting/junior fire fighter training/recruitment.

John Roby commented that because of our ageing community we should think about contracting with 
other fire departments.

Being no further comments, Beverly Rossetto made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Irvin Dedow.  Four 
aye votes, motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.

Minutes taken and submitted by,

Irvin Dedow

Beverly Rossetto



  






